The Transport Sectoral Plan under the Disability Act 2005

3rd Progress Report – Part 2

The public transport companies and agencies continue to make progress on the targets for their areas and the development of proposals for improved accessibility for maritime passenger transport is underway. A review of the Transport Sectoral Plan has commenced in line with the commitment in the present Plan for a review after two years operation. 

Public Transport

Bus Eireann continues to make progress on the accessibility of its city fleets and bus stations. There has also been progress made in developing accessible coach pilot routes. In tandem with this work is the development of suitable bus stops and roadside infrastructure. Dublin Bus continues to make progress to increase the numbers of buses, routes and stops that are accessible. Irish Rail has made progress in making suburban and inter-city trains and stations accessible. All three subsidiary Companies have disability training for staff underway and have established disability user groups.

Maritime Transport 

An access audit is underway of certain passenger ships and the landing places to and from which they operate. This is being undertaken on foot of a recommendation from the Maritime Passenger Transport Forum, which was established to oversee the implementation of the marine passenger transport section of the Department’s Sectoral Plan. The audit report is due in July 2008 and its findings will form the basis of proposals for improved access measures for all passenger ships operating domestically.

Review of the Transport Sectoral Plan

In line with a commitment in Transport Access for All, a review of the Plan is being undertaken in 2008. The review will be informed by a public consultation process, which commenced on 12 May 2008. The review will provide an opportunity to identify where improvement or adjustments might be made to the previous Plan. Where possible, quantifiable intermediate and end targets will be strengthened with a view to improving monitoring and reporting of progress on the various aspects of the Plan. 

