The Transport Sectoral Plan under the Disability Act 2005

4th Progress Report – Part 2

Overview

The public transport companies and agencies continue to make progress on the targets for their areas. 

The first review of the Transport Sectoral Plan is progressing and will be completed before end 2008. 

Capital allocation for accessibility works in 2009 is increased from €14 million to €20 million.

Public Transport

74% of the Dublin Bus fleet is now composed of low-floor wheelchair accessible buses, 105 routes are now served by such buses and 39% of its bus stops have received accessibility upgrades. Irish Rail’s accessibility upgrade programme of its early DART rolling stock has been completed.

Taxis and Hackneys 

The Commission for Taxi Regulation has continued to progress a range of initiatives in the interest of promoting accessibility, including the development of a licensing system for dispatch operators which will commence in 2009.

Maritime Transport 

The Maritime Passenger Transport Forum has finalised its report into the standards already in place to ensure that passengers with disabilities can safely and efficiently access maritime passenger transport facilities without undue inconvenience or hardship. The Report identifies areas where accessibility standards need to be improved. It is intended to publish the report towards end November 2008.
The access audit of certain passenger ships and the landing places to and from which they operate has been completed and an action plan prepared. Accessibility upgrade work has commenced at Dublin and Cork international ferry ports.

Review of the Transport Sectoral Plan

An advanced working draft of the revised Plan was discussed by the Public Transport Accessibility Committee at its meeting on 31 October 2008. PTAC made a number of valuable suggestions and recommendations on the draft. The Department will consider PTAC’s views as the Plan is finalised. It is expected that the revised Plan will be published by end 2008.

