The Transport Sectoral Plan under the Disability Act 2005

5th Progress Report – Part 2

Overview

The public transport companies and agencies continue to make progress on the targets for their areas. 

The first review of the Transport Sectoral Plan was completed in December 2008 and published on 1st May 2009. It is available in a number of different formats at www.transport.ie .
Public Transport

90% of the Dublin Bus fleet is now composed of low-floor wheelchair accessible buses, 115 routes are now served by such buses and 45% of its bus stops have received accessibility upgrades. The new driver certificate of professional competence, which all Dublin Bus drivers have to undertake, will include a BÁC specific accessibility and disability awareness module. Bus Éireann bus stops in the provincial cities are being upgraded in conjunction with the construction of QBCs/Green Routes. Irish Rail is continuing the process of replacing its InterCity passenger fleet with new accessible rolling stock. All scheduled inter-urban passenger rail services will be provided with this rolling stock by end 2009.

The Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 provides that all public transport services contracts in respect of the Greater Dublin Area shall provide for, inter alia, accessibility standards. Under the proposed Public Transport Regulation Bill this provision will be extended nationwide. The General Scheme of the Bill was approved by Government in January 2009 and it is the intention of the Minister for Transport to seek Government approval for publication of the Bill in the near future. It is hoped that the Bill can progress through the Oireachtas and be enacted before the end of 2009.

Taxis and Hackneys 

The Commission for Taxi Regulation (CTR) has continued to progress a range of initiatives in the interest of promoting accessibility, including the development of a licensing system for dispatch operators. The first Dispatch Operator licences will be issued from September 2009. Among other things, the CTR has worked with the National Council for the Blind of Ireland to create a more accessible complaints form that is easily readable in various Braille machines.
Maritime Transport 

Work is on schedule for completion by end 2009 on new general guidelines designed to assist and support marine passenger transport service operators in making their services more accessible to passengers with disabilities. 

All licensed domestic passenger ships owners were offered the opportunity of participating, on a voluntary basis, in an access audit scheme of their ships which is due to commence in the autumn. Funding for the scheme is being provided in line with the recommendations of the Maritime Passenger Transport Forum 2008 report.

The Merchant Shipping Bill was published in May 2009 and contains provisions to give enhanced enabling powers to the Minister to make Regulations and develop codes of practice to improve accessibility on passenger ships.

