
The Transport Sectoral Plan under the Disability Act 2005
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Overview

The public transport companies and agencies continue to make progress on the targets for their areas. 

A Progress Report on the implementation of the Transport Sectoral Plan has been completed. The report covers the period 2006 to June 2009 and has been forwarded to the Department of Justice, Equality & Law Reform for laying before the Houses of the Oireachtas in compliance with the Disability Act 2005. On completion of this process, the Report will be published on the Department’s website www.transport.ie. 

Public Transport

90% of the Dublin Bus fleet is now composed of low-floor wheelchair accessible buses, 115 routes are now served by such buses and 46% of its bus stops have received accessibility upgrades. Bus Éireann bus stops in the provincial cities continue to be upgraded in conjunction with the construction of QBCs/Green Routes. All Irish Rail scheduled inter-urban passenger rail services are now provided with new accessible rolling stock.

The Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 provides that all public transport services contracts in respect of the Greater Dublin Area shall provide for, inter alia, accessibility standards. The Public Transport Regulation Act 2009 (enacted 27 November 2009) extends this provision nationwide.

Taxis and Hackneys 

The Commission for Taxi Regulation (CTR) has commenced the licensing system for dispatch operators. In addition, the first mandatory skills development programme test took place on 1st July 2009. 

The Public Transport Accessibility Committee is concerned at an ongoing deterioration in the accessible taxi fleet. To help address this, the CTR is proposing to grant some financial assistance to wheelchair accessible licence holders to upgrade their vehicles by 2012 and is seeking consent to same under the Taxi Regulation Act 2003. 

Maritime Transport 

The Guidelines for Accessible Maritime Passenger Transport were finalised in December 2009.
Audits were carried out on the licensed domestic passenger ships that participated, on a voluntary basis, in an access audit scheme of their ships.  Reports of the audits are due to be received by the Department in February 2010.

Accessible Parking

The Department has concluded its review of the Disabled Parking Scheme which examined eligibility for the Disabled Parking Permit, the size and nature of the parking bays themselves and enforcement of the scheme and makes recommendations on these and other issues.  The Minister has accepted the findings of the review and approved the proposed recommendations for amendment of the scheme. The Department will now commence implementation of those recommendations.  
